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HEDICxL  OFFICER'S  ttnPOHT  FOE  THE  YEAH  1947. 


W. J. Y. Speedy,  II. E.,  B.Ch.,  L.H.C.P.’  S.,  D.P.II. 


To  the  Chairman  & Members 
of  the  Council. 


District  Health  Department, 
10,  Picton  Place, 

Haver 1 ordwest. 

September,  1948, 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  deport  upon  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the  Council  for  the  year  1947° 
I express  gratification  to  ail  members  and  officials  for  the 
assistance  and  co-operation  received  since  taking  up  office. 

With  the  hope  that  the  following  pages  will  prove 
informative  and  interesting, 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  W.J.Y. Speedy. 

District  Medical  Officer. 
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ESTIMATED  MID-YEAR  POPULATION  FOR  194 7, 

2,020 


NATURAL  INCREASE  OF  POPULATION  FOR  1947. 

8. 

# 

CONTENTS ; - 


BIRTHS  k BIRTH-RATES 
HEaTHS  cc  DEaTH-  RATES  „ 
INFECTION  S Jl SENSES . 
HYGIENE  k S.JJITaTION . 
VALTER  SUPPLIES 
MIeK  SUPPLIES. 

FOOD  CONTROL. 

HOUSING. 

Factories  & workshops 

DIPHTHERIA  JM&ffilffl  SAT  I ON . 
PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


BIRTHS  & BIRTH- RaTEG. 


Li vo  Eirtfas:- 


Legitinate . 
Illegitinato. 


Total. 


Still-Birthsj- 


Logitinate. 

Illogitimate. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total . 

-23 

21 

44. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

24. 

22. 

46. 

3 

- 

3° 

3- 

- 

3* 

Birth- Rato  for  194 7 is  22 .7  birth: 


Tni s nay  bo  compared  with  the 
and  20.9.,  for  1944. 


Rato  of 


D-L 


per  1000  of  population, 
for  19E:6^  20.1  for  1945, 


TAu^Bitth-Rate  for  Pembrokeshire  for  1947  was  20. 3.  end  for 
no  woo  England  k Uc.les  it  was  20 . 5 • It  will  thus  bo  soon  that 

^ho  Di strict  for  1947  is  above  tho  avorage  and 
c Lxpo.ro _ lo.vourably  with  tho  Ratos  for  tho  provious  few  years. 


"fcilO 


SOill 


r Illegitimate  births  comprised  4$  of  all  Births.  This  repres 
average  Illegitimate  Rate  throughout  England  k Wales. 

1 Still  firths  comprised  6.1$  of  total  Births.  This  figure  is 
eunat  above  the  avorage  for  the  whole  of  England  '&  Wales. 


DEATHS  k DEATH-RATES. 
Total  deaths  from  all  causes  1- 


Male,  Female.  Total. 

17.  21  "387" 


Death-Rate  for  194  7. 18.8 

M " fl  1946 15.7 

» » 1945 14.8 


" 1944 15.8 

i* 


the 


The  Death-Rate  for  Pembrokeshire  for  1947  was  13.2, 
whole  of  England  k Wales  was  12.0. 


and  for 


will  thus  be  suen  that  the  Death-Rate  for  the  District 
ior  19^7  is  ipuch  higher  than  the  County  k Country  Rates.  The 
upw^ro  trenu  in  the  Death-Rate  since  1944  continues. 


ents 


■r 

— 
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Tne  main  ceases  of  death  were  as  follows . - 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  & Circulation 
Cancer  (all  forms) 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis . 

Acute  Respiratory  Diseases. 

'Infantile  Deaths. 

Influenza. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System. 

Diseases  of  the-  Brain  & Nervous  System. 

Violent  deaths 

Unclassified. 


The  Infantile 
1000  births. 
Pembrokeshire 


ThDapDl  f t0  f,°r  19Al  was  deaths 

: 13  nuch  greater  than  the  Hate  of  48.1 

' and  41 • for  thQ  whole  of  England  and  hales. 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


' Hal e . 

Female. 

To  ta 

~87~ 

9 

17 

2. 

3- 

5- 

1. 

2. 

3. 

2. 

1. 

J 0 

1. 

2 

3» 

1. 

1. 

2. 

- 

1. 

1. 

- 

1 

a.  0 

1. 

1. 

- 

1 

JL  0 

1. 

1. 

2. 

17 

21 

A. 

sor 


for 


The  following  were  notified  during  the  year:- 

Ileasles.  2.4. 

Vvlio oping  Cough.  10. 

Pneumonia  v* 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  3.° 


Tnere  has  been  an  increased  incidence  in  He; 

.Hooping-Cough  over  1946,  but  an  absence  of 
r ever . 


sles^  Tuberculosis  and 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet 


iolioudng  deaths  occurred  due  to  Infectious  Diseases  during 

Influenza.  2. 

Bronchitis  & Pneumonia.  2. 


Total.  4. 

Imectious  Diseases  accounted  for  approx.  10. 5>£  ot  total  deaths. 


D premises  were  disinfected  following  infectious 

during  the  year. 


di senses 


HIGIENE  & SANITATION. 
7 


GENPthH,  NUISANCES. 

3 r°r  ^e  abatement  of  nuisance  were  ’served  during  the 

yoc.r.  No  cases  were  taken  to  court. 


SEWERAGE. _ 

2m  ov?6*?1!?  y?ar  a Senverage  & Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  was  commenced 
des?;6ned  too  serve  the  whole  District  . These  Schemes  are 

near  completion  late  1948  or  early  1949.  Until  this 
is  completed  the  existing  system  of  earth  closets  continues  in  use 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCE 

Tne  only  convenience  zLn  the  District  is  one  Urinal 


This  is  inadequat< 


H^US^^piSPOS^I  C:  SCAVENGING. 

n^od Gnf codlecti°ns  oof  refuse  appears  to  be  satisfactory  for  the 
Pivvimm  h-C  District.  In  common  with  other  Districts  the  resoptacles  - 
1 ^ llonse-holdsE.rs  for  storage  of  refuse  are  far  from  satisfactc 


-V 


c 


• J 


• . 


• ‘ ! 


'i' 


■i  JW;? 


J v 


Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  in  the  Springs  area.  .This  tipping 
is  not  controlled  and  hence  give  rise  to  nuisance,  and  act  as  a 
reservoir  for  vermin.  Also  it  is  the  common  practice  tp  dispose 
of  content  of  middens  on  the  tipping  ground.  This  is  a dangerous 
procedure  from  the  point  of  view  of  Public  Health. 

* CONTROL  OF  VERMIN 

One  Rat  Survey  was  carried  out  during  the  year.  The  estimated 
infestation  was  classified  as  mild.  Approximately  50  rats  were 
destroyed  during  the  year.  There  aro  no  trained  rodent  operators 
in  the  Council's  employ. 

A Rat  Survey  every  3 months  is  desirable,  and  at  least  1 of  the 
Council’s  employees  should  be  a trained  operator. 


1.  premises  was  disinfected  for  bugs  and  fleas  during  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Th - source  of  the  District's  water  supply  is  the  Procolly  gather- 
ing ground,  the  water  reaching  the  District  via  the  Milford  Mains. 

Approximately  4Q/0  premises  have  a piped  water  supply,  the  remaining 
60/j  are  supplied  by  street  standards. 

/ 

During  the  year  25  new  promises  were  connected  to  the  water  mains. 

The  Council  should  use  all  the  powers  given  to  them  to  enforce 
water  connections  to  every  premises.  The  use  of  street  standards 
is  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  community. 

8 Bacteriological  and  6 Chemical  analyses  of  the  water  supply  were 
taken  during  the  year.  These  proved  to  bo  satisfactory,  but  the’ 
number  of  samples  was  inadequate  to  ensure  a safe  supply. 

The  District  is  served  by  a Service  reservoir  of  approxs  50*000 
gallons:;  this  is  scarcely  1 day's  supply,  and  is  . inadequate  to 
tide  over  a period  of  emergency; 

MILK  SUPPLIES. 

The  following  ere  the  Milk  Producers  and  Retailers  in  the  District 

Designated . Non-* Designated . Total . 
Producer-Wholesalers.  - 2.  2. 

Producer-Retailers.  - 2 3 

Retailer  only.  1.  - 1 

It  is  estimated  that  1%  of  milk  consumed  in  the  District  is  Designated. 

During  the  year  15  inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  were  carried 
outs  also  pO  milk  samples  were  taken.  Sampling  was  inadequate  to 
ensure  a reasonably  high  standard  in  consumer  milk. 

The  proportion  of  Designated  Milk  and  Pasteurised  milk  which  is 
consumed  in  the  District  is  very  small.  Although  there  has  been  an 
absence  of  milk-bourne  diseases,  the  consumption  of  more  Designated 
or  Pasteurised  milk  is  desirable. 

FOOD  CONTROL , 


15  consignments  of  food  were  inspected  during  the  year. 
The  following  is  a summary  of  the  food  dondeuned; - 


Wet  Fish 
Smoked  Fish. 
Dried  Fish. 
Evaporated  Milk 


1820  lbs. 
112  lbs. 
225  lbs. 
75  lbs. 

ii 


Canned  vegetable 
Canned  Fish. 
Canned  Fruit. 
Canned  Soups  £sc. 


19  lbs. 
12  lbs. 

n ;i 


-2 , ,.3j :: — 

2278J  lbs. 
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i : 


r.  !v  O ’ • 

..:-.7q0  ori-t 

oil 

SiiiqqJiJ'  vo  "a. 

■ DOG 

L'j:  0‘j  . 

. to' 

Gvi:;;.  G0iiG.d 

rio . . .0  0. 

Of  :■ 

JO  00 Xo 

, ,.:00 

..OISJ  00  ' , 

■; : a . 

' 07  0,.rj  0 - 7 

07.0 

C;  L.O'OJ'O 

TlO 

r 0 0';' 

. V 0, 


io-jt J* •. 

,7  c i ov"7  c j': 

J JLG  .1  . ' 

i-yjJ.  or  .-o':  y 

■ : . GO'  C 


...■vVv/j  i.:  ••  •:  • o’  '/i.i  o . -k. 

•j  '.j'O  "0  . J"  :•  . 


• G 


■■ 


i \i 


1 I.'. 


O 


■ J 


r 


lae  following  premises  are  registered  under  tnc  FoocT  '&  Drugs  Act:- 

Iee-cream  premises.....  1, 

5 inspections  of  Registered  Premises  were  carried  out  during  the  yea 


HOUSING o 

An  up-to-date  Housing  Survey  is  urgently  needed  in  the  District,, 
to  assess  the  true  position  as  regards  Housing  conditions.  In  the 
absence  of  this  Survey  approximate  estimations  have  been  made 
regarding  the  inadequately  housed  and  overcrowded.  These  are  as 
follows :- 

1.  Jan,  1947.  200  families  required  re-housing 

31  Dec.  1947.  » » » » 


1.  Jan.  1947-  38  cases  of  overcrowding. 

31  Dec.  1947.  43  " " " 


During  the  year  50  now  houses  were  under  construction,  but  none 
were  completed.  No  Formal  Notices  for  repair.  Closing  Orders,  or 
Demolition  Orders  were  served  during  the  year. 

Adequate  Housing  is  one  of  the  greatest  factors  in  the  maintenance 
of  Public  Health.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  statistics  the 
Housing  Programme  is  inadequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  District. 
The  increased  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  is  undoubtedly  one  result 
of  continued  housing  insufficiency. 

FACTO  HIES  A WORKSHOPS. 


There  are  19  premises  in  the  District  subject  to  the  Factories  A 
Workshops  Act.  20  inspections  of  these  premises  were  carried  out 
during  the  year.  No  outstanding  defects  were  noted. 

DIPHTHERIA  LElUNISxiTIQN. 

56  children  in  the  District  were  immuniased  during  the  year.  This 
may  be  compared  with  the  figure  of  39  for  1946,  and  48  for  1945 • 


The  value  of  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  throughout  the 
Country  as  a whole  will  be  seen  from  a study  of  the  following 
statistics  which  have  been  accurately  tabulated: ~ 


Year. 

Cases  of  Diphtheria, 

Deaths « 

% Deaths  to  Cases. 

1-955 

• -65,-084.- 

3,  408 

5»  2. 

1941. 

50,797- 

2,641. 

5.2. 

1942. 

41,404 

1,827. 

4.4. 

1943. 

34, 662 

1,371. 

5» 9- 

1944. 

, 29,949 

934. 

3.1. 

1945. 

25,246 

694. 

2.8. 

1946. 

18,283. 

472. 

2.5. 

1947. 

10,469. 

245. 

2.3. 

An  intensive  nation-wide  Immunisation  Campaign  was  commenced  in  1941 
and  has  continued  since  then.  The  result  of  this  Campaign  is 
clearly  seen  in  the  statistics. 

No  caso  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  in  the  District  during  the  year; 
there  was  no  death  from  Diphtheria. 

PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  School  Medical  Service,  Maternity  & Child  'Jolfare  Service, 
Domestic  Help  Service,  Home  Nursing  Sorvice,  Health  Visiting 
'Service,  and  the  care  of  Mental  Defectives  and  the  Blind,  are 
the  responsibilities  of  the  County  Council. 
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